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Joshua xv, 15-20, where it is related how they were
added by Joshua to the Lady Achsah's dowry.
We came at last to Beersheba, and, although there
are modern houses there, I found that I was back in
patriarchal Palestine, for the streets were crammed
with Bedouins of the desert, come into town for the
market and for a chance to gossip. I saw the famous
seven wells which give the place its name.
Here was another link with my friend of Carmel,
gaunt, grim Elijah. He arrived in Beersheba, in a
tearing, sweating hurry, one jump ahead of Queen
Jezebel's Flying Squad, and with barely sufficient time
to take a header into the waste of desert which comes
right up to the town's boundaries. Beersheba was also
Sheikh Abraham's headquarters, and it played a
mighty part in the early days of the Hebrew folk; it
was here that Abimelech and Isaac signed their non-
aggression and collective security pact as chronicled
in Genesis xxvi, 23-33.
Strangely enough the atmosphere of hatred and
repression which hangs over modern Palestine seemed
to be missing from Beersheba. The Bedouins frankly
despised the Europeans, and were at no pains to con-
ceal it. But it was an honest fighting-man's contempt,
there was none of the deadly baffled resentment and
concealed murder I saw amongst the fat city men.
The desert-riders felt themselves men, soldiers, knights
if you like, and they were completely and delight-
fully arrogant in their very sincere feeling of utter
superiority. My heart warmed towards these Sons
of the Sand, who dressed like beggars and yet
walked with the proud steps of conquerors and